
FROM THE 
CHAIRPERSON'S DESK

Prayer Requests
Prayers for comfort during this time of bereavement for
the the Kekana Family as they mourn the death of their
brother,  commander in the police force, Elias Kekana 

 who passed early July after contracting COVID-19. 

Maureen's grandson, Nathan, is battling to keep up with
his school work. He is having problems coping 

 emotionally after the death of his aunt, Maureen's
daughter. The family will hold a memorial service in

August.

Prayers of Thanksgiving
We give God the glory for Brenda's discharge from

hospital and the progress that she has made towards her
recovery after shoulder surgery.

Dezlin gives thanks for God's faithfulness with regards to
her son Jirah's ongoing recovery.
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God is on the throne.

The theme this month is Faithfulness.  This is one of the fruits
of the Spirit that is described in Galatians 5:22-23.   It is a
difficult fruit to stomach, as it is often shaped and borne in
times of difficulty. 

In each of our stories, there has been an instance, where the
valley just felt too long and too dark, and yet God was
faithful to His nature to walk through it with us.  

A song sprang to mind when pondering on this topic.   I am
sure you know it, “Great is thy faithfulness”. Praise the Lord
for modern technology, as I was able to go and find out what
the story behind the song is. 

It was written by Thomas Obadiah Chisolm, born in 1866. He
became a Christian at age 27 and was ordained in the
Methodist Ministry at age 36. Unfortunately, due to ill health
he only served as a minister for a year.  

Following his short service as a minister, he opened a small
insurance office in Vineland, New Jersey. Most of his adult
life was plagued by ill health and thus he had a smaller than
average income.  In response to this reality he said, “God has
given me many wonderful displays of his providing care,
which have filled me with astonishing gratefulness.” 

During his lifetime, Chisholm wrote many poems.
Lamentations 3:22-23 inspired him in 1923, to write the poem
which later became the text for the great hymn, “Great is Thy
Faithfulness”.   The verses in scripture read, “The steadfast
love of the Lord never ceases, His mercies never come to an
end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.”  

The poem was sent to his friend William Runyan,who then
wrote the musical setting.  William Runyan was born in 1870,
in Marion, New York.   In his youth, he served the church as
the organist.   He too was ordained as Methodist Minister at
the age of 21 and served in a variety of Kansas
congregations.

Dr Will Houghton was the president of Moody Bible
Institute and was a friend of Runyan.   “Great is Thy
Faithfulness” soon became a favourite and was aired on
the Institute’s radio station.  An unknown singer at the time,
George Beverly Shea, would sing hymns on the station of
which Houghton’s favourite hymn became part of the
repertoire. 

I found this bit of history to be inspiring in that there really
is nothing new under the sun.   Hardship is inevitable. Our
only decision in the matter is the way in which we respond
to it. We need to redirect our focus to the throne.

God remains on the throne.

-Dezlin Jacobs

Source: Story behind the song: ‘Great is thy Faithfulness’

https://www.staugustine.com/article/20160204/LIFESTYLE/302049909


Do you ever find yourself thinking this way?
 
It’s easy to slip into the mindset of doubt and cynicism.
We live in a broken world and we may have gone
through painful experiences which cause us to lose our
trust in others. For this reason, faithfulness, a Fruit of the
Spirit, can be a challenging trait to possess.
 
Faithfulness comes from a place of trust and loyalty.
Hebrews 11:1 says, “Now faith is a confidence in what we
hope for and assurance about what we do not see.”
 
As a Christian, it is important to be faithful to God. It is
one thing to simply believe in Him, but another to be
faithful to Him. When we are truly faithful to God, this
shapes the way we live. For example, we are able to be
loyal in our relationships here on earth and truly love
others.
 
Faithfulness requires us to submit our ways to God. It
comes from a place of realizing that we are in need of
a Savior and that He is in control of our lives.
 
Proverbs 19:21 says, “Many are the plans in a person’s
heart, but it is the Lord’s purpose that prevails.” We are
to be faithful to God, because He is faithful to us.
 
In the Bible, the story of Abraham demonstrates the
importance of faithfulness. Abraham and his wife Sarah
struggled to trust God, but learned the value of
faithfulness when they submitted to Him.
 
Abraham and Sarah waited many years for God to
fulfill His promise of giving them a son. Because of her
lack of faith, Sarah insisted upon Hagar, her maid,
giving birth to her son. This resulted in pain and conflict. 

However, when Abraham and Sarah put their faith in
God, Sarah was able to give birth to Isaac despite being
past childbearing age. Ultimately, the story of Abraham
shows how God blesses those who are faithful and trust
in His plans. So, how do we grow in our faithfulness?
 
We can grow in our faithfulness by having a personal
relationship with Christ. If we are truly faithful to Him
and obey His commands, this will be evident in our lives. 

My challenge to you is this: Think about the ways
you show your faithfulness to God. Are there
things that are getting in the way of your
faithfulness? What areas of your life have you
not given over to Him? 

Through spending time in prayer, ask God to
make these things clear to you, so that He can
grow you in your faithfulness.

- Ronell Lock

As we face the challenges and difficulties made worse by
the pandemic. May we remember that our God is faithful as
we read the words from  Howard Thurman. He wrote a
delightful piece on the presence of God during times of
difficulty.
 
"God is present with me this day. God is present with me in
the midst of my anxieties. I affirm in my own heart and mind
the reality of His presence. He makes immediately available
to me the strength of His goodness, the reassurance of His
wisdom and the heartiness of His courage. My anxieties are
real; they are the result of a wide variety of experiences,
some of which I understand, some of which I do not
understand."

 
Psalm 46:1 - "God is our refuge and strength, an ever-
present help in trouble."

- Lindiwe Soyizwapi

God's Presence

“I’ll believe it when I see it”

I wish to share the following scripture with fellow sisters
and mothers in Christ especially during these trying times.
Negative sentiments expressed by the media and those
around us can bring about a feeling of sadness and
hopelessness. 

Let us, however, keep the faith and rest in knowing that
Christ lives in us. He conquered death itself and we will
also prevail over this pandemic because He lives in us. 

"I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live,
but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I
live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave
himself for me." ... And the life I now live in the flesh I
live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave
himself for me."    Galatians 2:20

- Sophia Gololo

Living by Faith
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God’s Faithfulness and Our Faith for Hopeless Days: Unending Miracles
 

“The Lord’s loving kindness indeed never ceases, for His compassion never fails. They are new every morning. Great is thy Faithfulness
(Lamentations 3:22-23). Sometimes when things happen in our lives, we tend to think it was perhaps merely luck without realising that our
God is faithful and forever present.

On the 21 st of July we celebrated my son’s 15th birthday. We took a trip down memory lane and thanked God for His goodness. From the
time when he was born premature, God encouraged us to have hope and faith in Him. He carried us and we saw him developing and
being granted a chance of life. It is certain that “The eternal God is our refuge and underneath are the everlasting arms” Deuteronomy
33:27.

As we were conversing, my son Theo shared a story of when he was 9 years old which cemented new memories and brought about a new
understanding of God’s faithfulness, love, protection and grace that we receive on a daily basis. It also gave us assurance as parents that
the good foundation of God's teachings should never be taken for granted. It was such an amazing, touching moment when my son
shared his story.  What did not make sense to him when he was six years old, became clear to him now. 

Theo shared the following story: “Mommy do you remember when we went for a holiday, you and I were just chatting with Ona. I
remember daddy and Nei were standing at a different spot. A wave came from nowhere as we were not even near deep water, the next
moment we were drowning and I thought I was going to lose my life and family. What I also recall are the mixed feelings, everything
stopped, it felt peaceful, calm and at the same time I forgot what was happening, I don’t think I prayed but I realise now that something
unbelievable happened which I did not comprehend at the time. I saw a bright light and I heard a voice saying 'Do not worry, everything
will be alright'. As soon as the voice had spoken, I was out of the water and you and Ona were also safe. At that age, I was raised to know
God but did not comprehend the significance of what had happened. Now when I look back, I realise that God was there and will always
be there. His love never fails and I will always be grateful that my life, and the life of my family, were spared.  Praise be to God.”

It is certainly apparent that faith keeps us going. Psalm 18:30: "As for God His way is perfect; the word of the Lord is proven. He is a shield
to all who trust in Him." This has been a message of faith and hope and is thus extended to you sisters in Christ, for your hopeless days. As
women of God, we are called to have faith, encourage rather than discourage others by giving hope, to show that God is forever faithful,
loving and caring.

The difficult period of COVID-19 is a lesson to realise that it is not by windfall that we wake up every morning feeling ready for a new
challenge, but it is through His grace and our faith. God’s grace will intensify, if we create more avenues and whichever way, embrace
those that feel vulnerable, become instruments of hope and create a sense of belonging and inclusiveness. “In lowliness of mind let each
esteem others better than themselves. Let each one of us look out not only for our own interest, but also for the interests of others”
(Philippians 2:3-4). “Rejoice always my dear sisters, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ
Jesus” 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18.

- Minnie Masete

I accepted the Lord into my life as a very little girl, more out of desperation than necessity. I was raised in a Christian home
so I always relied and depended on the Lord Jesus for just about everything. I think I got to the stage where I believed and
knew that He would keep me safe and free from all harm. 

I then needed to have one operation after the other. I watched those who became ill with me or after me and they all
healed. More and more I started questioning my faith. Is my faith real or has it become a habit? Many a night I would pray,
“Lord, help my unbelief.”  There are times, I admit, when I could not pray or even open my Bible.

This is where I want to thank all the wonderful, faithful prayer warriors who never stopped praying for me. Where their faith
gave me hope to trust and believe, however small, that God does have a plan for me. That no matter how small my faith is
– He is in control and that the faith of believers will keep me at the foot of the cross. I do know that the Bible says that the
fact that we are children of the Lord doesn’t mean that we will be trouble free.

- Lucille Jacobs

Faith Like a Mustard Seed

Willows WA stands in solidarity against gender
based violence in and around our community
and invites you to an open dialogue on
awareness and prevention to be hosted in
August 2020. More information to follow.


