
The Disciple’s Marriage Commitment – Matthew 5:31-32 

Hello everyone, I am Yury Gaudard and this is your Bread of Life channel. Today we 

continue with our journey through the Bible, and we are tackling a very difficult 

passage today. It is the disciple’s marriage covenant. With that in mind, I would like 

for you to be patient with me because I will both speak my mind in the way I see the 

matter biblically, which may not necessarily reflect your opinion; and I won’t use any 

fancy words. I hope that this can be a conversation, even though this is a very 

serious matter. Let me know your thoughts in the comments, give a like and 

subscribe. 

 

The sacredness of marriage is emphasized by Jesus when he speaks against 

divorce. But before I go on speaking about divorce, I need to point that the reason 

why Jesus speaks about divorce may be very different of the reason many people 

get divorced today.  

 

Jesus speaks against divorce because it is a breaking of covenant. A covenant in the 

Bible is held in high regards before God because it is a commitment where two parts 

agree to walk together, to honor each other, to defend each other, to help each other, 

to protect each other and to be there for each other. It is basically what Jesus taught 

when he said we should love each other as He loved us.  

 

He loved us when we were still sinners. Ephesians 2:4-10 say:  

But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, [5] made us alive with 

Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been 

saved. [6] And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly 

realms in Christ Jesus, [7] in order that in the coming ages he might show the 

incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. [8] 

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from 

yourselves, it is the gift of God— [9] not by works, so that no one can boast. [10] For 

we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God 

prepared in advance for us to do. 



 

He paid the price for us and was punished in our place as it says in 2 Corinthians 

5:21 - 

God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the 

righteousness of God. 

 

He loved us so much as to show how God feels about each one of us as it says in 

John 3:16 NIV 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes 

in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

 

Jesus showed us how a covenant should not be broken by giving himself to broken 

in our place instead of just giving up on us all and that’s why he says in Matthew 

5:31-32 NIV 

“It has been said, ‘Anyone who divorces his wife must give her a certificate of 

divorce.’ [32] But I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for sexual 

immorality, makes her the victim of adultery, and anyone who marries a divorced 

woman commits adultery. 

 

He doesn’t want us to break the most important covenant between two people on 

earth and that’s why he explains that anyone who get’s divorce but for sexual 

immorality will be breaking this covenant as well as enrolling other people to break a 

covenant as well.  

 

In that time, to give a woman a divorce letter was the most humiliating thing ever. 

Women didn’t have the means to provide for themselves. Women didn’t have the 

same freedom than men in the society of the time of Moses and of the time of 

Jesus, so they would be seeing as rejected and as a failure. Women couldn’t even 

choose to live a normal life after being divorced and when Jesus stablishes that no 

one should get divorced except for sexual immorality he was ultimately protecting 



women. It was so bad that there was a prayer that men prayed at the time that 

thanked God because they weren’t born a woman. Jesus is correcting that mistake in 

a very strong address to them.  

 

But then we have two questions that arise out of this verse. The first on is that of 

violence against women. If a man hits his wife, can she divorce him?  

 

My answer is yes. My answer is, go to the police station, make a case and leave the 

house. When a man hits his wife, he himself is breaking the covenant with her and 

with God. The fact that Jesus spoke of sexual immorality only it is because he 

addressed a problem in society, but the root of getting divorced is the breakage of 

the covenant. In that time, men would give their wives a divorce letter because they 

were being lustful and desiring other women, so Jesus addresses these two issues 

very strongly.  

 

The second question is about the divorce itself. Can God forgive a person who got 

divorced, so much so that he or she can start again and live without guilt? 

My answer is that it is highly import that people understand the roots and 

importance of covenant. For someone to understand and devote themselves to 

covenant, they need to allow the Spirit of God to transform their hearts in such way 

that they submit everything to God.  

When someone keeps the pattern of getting divorced and changing partners, or even 

get divorced except for violence or sexual immorality, that person needs to review 

their hearts in a serious way, whether they are believers.  

Believers are those who were illuminated in such way that they understood they were 

sinners in desperate need of a Savior. They also understood that for themselves they 

can do nothing. They can’t fix themselves with good behavior or following the rules, 

they need a Savior that will come and live in them and change everything in their 

lives. This Savior, Jesus Christ, will also give them a new heart that has the desire of 

pleasing God above all things.  

 



This new heart wants to keep the covenant and fights to keep the covenant for 

reasons above the natural hedonism people devote their lives to. Everyone needs to 

learn this. But with that said, yes, Jesus does forgive you when truly devote your life 

to Him and yes, you can live free of guilt for past mistakes. But are you a believer 

that seeks His pleasure above all things or are you a Hedonist, that seek your own 

pleasure above all things?  

God accepts repentant people where they are as implied in 1 Corinthians 7:20–24, 

and asks for a Christian commitment never again to commit adultery but to live 

faithfully in the new marriage, which is a gift of God even after former failures. This 

is not easy and persons in such tangles will always live with the influence of those 

broken relationships and failures. They need the understanding and prayerful help of 

the community of disciples. It will always be true that “the way of transgressors is 

hard” (Prov. 13:15, KJV). 

 

Blessings 


