
Today I want to continue with the Series of messages of the Prodigal Son’s Journey 

Through the Beatitudes. Last week we spoke about the persecution the World is 

doing against the church in countries where Christianity isn’t allowed, but also the 

persecution we as Christians are already suffering in the Westernized World. 

We said that this persecution is taking place because the World is in sin and the 

Bible loves the sinner but never condones sin. Jesus isn’t just a person who loves 

you and allows you to do whatever you want. Jesus loves you, therefore He wants to 

guide you in the way of abundant life.  

Today we will speak about the Prodigal son that stayed in the Father’s house with 

the Father, always working hard BUT NEVER EXPERIENCING REAL JOY OR 

FULFILLMENT. NEVER EXPERIENCING THE LOVE OF THE FATHER, AND BECAUSE OF 

THAT, NEVER ABLE TO GRASP THE REAL MESSAGE HIS FATHER WANTED TO LAY 

UPON HIS HEART.  

When the younger brother came back and was met with such joy, love and 

celebration, the older brother rejected him and felt tremendously offended. In fact, 

the older brother felt angry as it says in Luke 15:25-32 NIV 

“Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard 

music and dancing. [26] So he called one of the servants and asked him what was 

going on. [27] ‘Your brother has come,’ he replied, ‘and your father has killed the 

fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.’ [28] “The older brother 

became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded with him. [29] 

But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve been slaving for you and never 

disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate 

with my friends. [30] But when this son of yours who has squandered your property 

with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!’ [31] “ ‘My son,’ the 

father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. [32] But we had 

to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; 

he was lost and is found.’ ” 

The older brother was angry and offended and that reminds me of the story of 

Jonah, who refused to go Nineveh as it says in Jonah 4:2 - 

He prayed to the LORD, “Isn’t this what I said, LORD, when I was still at home? That is 

what I tried to forestall by fleeing to Tarshish. I knew that you are a gracious and 



compassionate God, slow to anger and abounding in love, a God who relents from 

sending calamity. 

Jonah wanted judgement and calamity to fall upon Nineveh as a way for them to pay 

for their sins, but God didn’t want to destroy them, he wanted them to come close to 

Him and know His abundant love and follow His ways. 

All this anger takes us to Matthew 20:1-16 that tells us the parable of the Workers in 

the Vineyard. Jesus tells the parable of the owner of a vineyard that went early in the 

morning to hire workers for his Vineyard, and he kept coming back to hire more 

workers throughout the day. He hired the first ones at 6h00 in the morning, then 

others at 9h00, then 12h00, then 15h00, then at 17h00 and when the evening came, 

he started paying from the last workers that had started working to the first ones and 

he paid all of them the same amount of money he had agreed to pay the ones who 

were hired early in the morning.  

Here is what happened: Matthew 20:11-15 NIV 

When they received it, they began to grumble against the landowner. [12] ‘These who 

were hired last worked only one hour,’ they said, ‘and you have made them equal to 

us who have borne the burden of the work and the heat of the day.’ [13] “But he 

answered one of them, ‘I am not being unfair to you, friend. Didn’t you agree to work 

for a denarius? [14] Take your pay and go. I want to give the one who was hired last 

the same as I gave you. [15] Don’t I have the right to do what I want with my own 

money? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ 

And here is the root of the anger and lack of love demonstrated by the son that 

stayed faithfully in the house, serving the father. The root of the anger is that they 

worked so hard that they began to think they were more deserving than others 

because of their hardwork. They were living in self-justification and self-

righteousness. It is as if they were saying: My works are sufficient.  

Jesus is here teaching that people aren’t measured by their faithfulness and hard 

work, but by God’s mercy and generosity.  

In the two passages, both in Luke 15 and Matthew 20, Jesus is speaking to the 

Pharisees. The Pharisees, out of trusting their own justice and always comparing 

themselves with others in order to stand high before men, became unable to show 

mercy and they missed the main focus of the law.  Micah 6:8 says: 



He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the LORD require of you? 

To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God. 

And Jesus applies that directly to the Pharisees when he says in Matthew 23:23 NIV 

“Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a tenth of 

your spices—mint, dill and cumin. But you have neglected the more important 

matters of the law—justice, mercy and faithfulness. You should have practiced the 

latter, without neglecting the former. 

The anger of the son who stayed in the Father’s house is based directly in his self-

righteousness and pride that made him completely numb towards loving others and 

applying mercy.  

We also need to notice that Jesus isn’t criticizing them because of their obedience 

and service in itself, but that their works and lives became all about themselves, all 

about self-promotion, self-justification and the most important things in God’s 

Kingdom are justice, mercy and faithfulness. The most important things in God’s 

Kingdom apply to our lives by acting justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly 

with your God. 

Paul describes what behavior and belief we should have in order to not be like the 

pharisees. It is in 1 Timothy 1:12-17 NIV 

I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that he considered me 

trustworthy, appointing me to his service. [13] Even though I was once a blasphemer 

and a persecutor and a violent man, I was shown mercy because I acted in ignorance 

and unbelief. [14] The grace of our Lord was poured out on me abundantly, along 

with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. [15] Here is a trustworthy saying that 

deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of 

whom I am the worst. [16] But for that very reason I was shown mercy so that in me, 

the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his immense patience as an 

example for those who would believe in him and receive eternal life. [17] Now to the 

King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

His grace is sufficient! Blessings 

Questions to discuss: 



1- Are you the sinner that was saved from a dirty and sinful world or are you the 

son or daughter that grew up in the Father’s house?  

2- Based on the previous question, do you think the topic of mercy and grace 

might give you a different stand from how you approach the topic and others? 

3- In the parable of the Workers in the Vineyard, the Vineyard owner says in 

Matthew 20:15 - Don’t I have the right to do what I want with my own money? 

Or are you envious because I am generous?’  

I have a question for you: Do you think it is right the Vineyard owner is right in 

paying the same amount? What would be your reaction in the same situation 

in real life? 

4- In the sentence: Jesus is here teaching that people aren’t measured by their 

faithfulness and hard work, but by God’s mercy and generosity.  

Do you measure yourself by your faithfulness or are you able to see yourself 

through the same lenses Paul saw himself (I am the worst of the sinners and 

his abundant grace is the difference maker in my life, I am no deserving!)? 

5- Jesus isn’t teaching grace for eternal life only, but in a practical way he is 

challenging the Pharisees to both get rid of their self-righteousness and for 

them to show mercy.  

With that said, I have a question for you: In real life, when someone is not 

doing what they are supposed to do (a child is being naughty/ a coworker is 

being lazy and irresponsible/ a person is just living in sin) what is your first 

reaction? What do you do and how you do it? What would be for you to do it is 

grace? 

6- The sentence: You will only love others with God’s love as much as you have 

experienced God’s love. You will only have grace towards others in the 

measure you have experienced grace. You will only be merciful to others in the 

measured you have seen God’s Mercy in your life. 

In this sentence what do you think would help you to be more loving, gracious 

and merciful towards others? What do you need? 

 

 

 

 


