
Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven. “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and 

falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because 

great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets 

who were before you. 

Blessed are those who are persecuted for *righteousness’ sake*, for theirs is the 

kingdom. The progress from one beatitude to the next is obvious here. Being a 

peacemaker by practicing justice and love and living by kingdom standards is 

initiating a confrontation with society which can be taken as a judgment. To will 

God’s will is to be different from those who will their own will. This is the way of the 

Cross in which God’s will cuts across the will of humanity. The kingdom is breaking 

into time, calling people to be disciples of Christ, living by His mercy and love.  

The response of humanity is either *repentance and faith*, or *rejection and 

persecution*. The King Himself came as the “suffering servant,” as one who 

identified with humanity in its problems and calling us to the kingdom of the Father. 

Jesus, the suffering servant came to die on the Cross and as a matter of fact, as 

Paul says 2 Timothy 3:12 

*In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted,* 

Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you … *for My sake*. This beatitude is 

often merged with the preceding one. However, it has the direct focus of persecution 

for the person of Christ. One can stand for religious ideals or for moral principles 

and be accepted in a society that is pluralistic. However, when one affirms that in 

Christ alone we are truly related to God, the very exclusiveness of this claim subjects 

one to persecution. And this is our message: *“There is none other name under 

heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).* 

Later Jesus informed His disciples that they would be persecuted because of 

identification with Him. Is it not strange that in most universities we can speak freely 

of Freud, or of Marx, but cannot find open discussion of Christ and His teachings? In 

fact, the University of Pretoria prohibited any open service to happen in the 

University. They are expelling counselors from campus that stand by the word of God 

in matters as abortion, sex before marriage, homosexuality and the fact that in Jesus 

alone we are saved. And the one who is taking these matters into her own hands is a 

pastor from the NG Kerk that is the head of the Theological department of the 



University of Pretoria. I myself had a massive argument with her about what she is 

trying to impose to every pastor working in the campus.  

But this is the persecution of the World towards the Christians. This persecution is 

much worse than in any other time in countries like China, North Korea and all others 

that do not allow Christians to live their faith there, but it is also much worse in 

westernized countries.  

We are being rejected by society, tv and social media and tremendously pressed to 

accept the pluralism, the relativism of everything, the fact that truth doesn’t exist, 

that the Bible is outdated and that we should either reinterpret it according to the 

culture. Jesus needs to be loving and accepting towards every new sin society 

brings up otherwise he isn’t Jesus, otherwise God isn’t love. This terrible persecution 

is quietly convincing Christians and leading the whole church in the World towards 

denying not only Jesus but what He came to do. 

I am in no way saying you should attack sinners, we should love them desperately. 

Jesus sat with prostitutes and sinners, He loved them. But here we have two sides of 

the coin, because the fact that Jesus loved and sat with them never stopped Him 

from pointing to the root of the problem.  

In today’s attack to Christianity, the words of Jesus in saying go and sin no more are 

being taken away from the gospels. In today’s expectations of the world towards the 

church, they behave like the naughty child that is put in charge of the house and the 

parents are captive of their naughtiness without being able to confront their 

mistakes and setting clear boundaries. In today’s world attack against Christianity, 

we are told we are intolerant If we stand by the boundaries and directions God has 

set for us to live in the fulness of His Grace and in the abundance of His love.  

In today’s message I won’t mention the Prodigal son, because His persecution 

comes from the religious people of the time. Before I can enter in the hypocrisy of 

religious people, I need to set the boundary that the way to fight the hypocrisy in the 

church and in our lives is not to agree with the World, but to understand the true 

religion Jesus is calling us into. This way of living is expressed very well in the 

beatitudes and in the story of the prodigal son.  

But in anyway, In the first centuries of the Christian church the disciples met 

emperor worship with the words, “Caesar is not Lord; Jesus Christ is Lord.” And to 

this day the issues of relativism, of secularism, and of materialism confront us with 



the same issue. These principalities and powers are not Lord; Jesus is Lord. Notice 

how Jesus picks up this issue near the conclusion of the sermon in chapter 7, 

verses 21–23, in a manner that calls us to word and deed. The witness to His 

lordship is expressed in our being His servants. 

In summary of this review of the Beatitudes, we see, as Dr. Richard C. Halverson 

says, that “the way of the Kingdom of God is antithetical to the way of our 

contemporary culture.”12 God says, “Blessed are the poor in spirit,” but we say 

blessed are the achievers. God says, “Blessed are those who mourn,” but we say 

blessed are the self-fulfilled. Jesus says, “Blessed are the meek,” but we say blessed 

are the powerful. Jesus says, “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst after 

righteousness,” but we say blessed are the unrestrained. Jesus says, “Blessed are 

the merciful,” but we say blessed are the manipulators. Jesus said, “Blessed are the 

pure in heart,” but we say blessed are the uninhibited. Jesus said, “Blessed are the 

peacemakers,” but we say blessed are the strong. Jesus said, “Blessed are those who 

are persecuted for righteous-ness’ sake,” but we say blessed are the expedient. Jesus 

said we are blessed when persecuted for His sake, but we say blessed are the 

aggressors. Jesus challenges the very selfishness that determines so much of our 

social behavior. 

May we understand and live this truth fully. Blessings. 

 


