
Called To Be Different 

Living the Gospel  

Text : 1 Peter 1:13-25 

Introduction 

We have been taught to believe that discipleship is  

• about me growing closer to Jesus.  

• about me becoming a better person.  

• about knowing God more.  

Three indicative questions we should ask of any text: -  

o Who is God?  

o What has He done or promised to do? 

o Who are we in light of who God is and what He's done? 

Four exhortations for holy living, each grounded in a particular 

aspect of their salvation.  

(1) He exhorts them to hope (1:13) grounded in the blessings that 

are theirs in Christ that he spoke about in 1:3-12.  

(2) He exhorts them to holiness (1:14-16), grounded in the 

assumption that they are to be "obedient children".  

(3) He exhorts them to fear God (1:17-21), grounded in their new 

found relationship to God, who is the Judge of the Universe.  

(4) He exhorts them to love one another (1:22-25), grounded in 

their purification (1:22) and in their rebirth (1:23-25). 

1. Hope Grounded in Grace  (1:13) 

“with minds that are alert and fully sober, set your hope on the 

grace to be brought to you when Jesus Christ is revealed at his 

coming.”  

 

2. Holiness Grounded in Obedience (14-16) 

As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you had 

when you lived in ignorance. But just as he who called you is holy, 

so be holy in all you do; for it is written: “Be holy, because I am 

holy.” 

 



 

 

Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by 

the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and 

approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 

                                                                         Romans 12:1-2 

 

 

3. Fear of God Grounded in a Relationship 

 

God as Judge 
 

But they will have to give account to him who is ready to judge the 

living and the dead. 1 Peter 4:5 
 

For it is time for judgment to begin with God’s household; and if it 

begins with us, what will the outcome be for those who do not  

obey the gospel of God?  1 Peter 4:17 
 

This judgment is according to their works (Matt. 16:27,-25:31-46; 

Rom. 2:6-11; 14:9-12; 1 Cor. 3:10-15; 2 Cor. 5:10).   

Knowing that God is judge and that He judges with absolute fairness 

ought to drive us to live in a healthy fear and awe of him (cf. 2:17, 

18; 3:2, 15, see Prov 1:7, Matt. 10:28, 2 Cor. 5:11, 7:1, Eph. 5:21, 

Phil. 2:12; 1 Tim. 5:20; Heb. 4:1; 10:31).  

“The remarkable thing about fearing God is that when you fear God 

you fear nothing else, whereas if you do not fear God you fear 

everything else.”      Oswald Chambers  

 

4. Love Grounded in Purification and Rebirth (22-25)  

Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that 

you have sincere love for each other, love one another deeply, from 

the heart. 23 For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, 

but of imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God.   


